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Circus Chronology, 1954 


Year's Review as compiled from 1954 files of The Billboard 


This was not published, by The Billboard, but was 
courtesy of The Billboc 
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Favorite Circus Fat Lady 


By Harmon W. Nichol blished by Tyler, Texas, Courier-Times 


Sent in by Wm, Randolph 


Washington—| was pained to learn of the passing of my favorite 
circus fat lady. 

Her name was Lotus. She was big in the right places, but also in 
the wrong places. The gal, who was past 50 when her end came, 
trailed a caboose as big as the train which carried her around the 
country 

| would have written about her years ago, except that | just learned 
how to spell hippopotamus. She died at the Ringling Bros. & Bar- 
num & Bailey winter quarters in Sarasota, Fla., where the two-ton 
pachyderm had been retired several years ago when she started to 
go blind and to creak from the miseries of old age 

The big girl, when she was able to kick up her tiny toes and 
waddle around the hippodrome track, was the darling of millions, 
young and old 

Across the many years, she trouped with the great and the near- 
great of the circus world. Emmett Kelly, the famous sadfaced clown, 


never passed her quarters that he didn’t stop and give Lotus a friendly 
pat on her big snout. The sad man always managed a smile for 


Lotus and he said that Lotus seemed to smile right back 


It was the same with the trapeze people, the high-wire people 
cowboys and even the tough roustabouts 
The hippo spent her salad days with the Al G. Barnes Circus 
was the first circus man ever to train a hippo to trip through the 
sawdust and follow the rest around the track at the opening and 





ing 

The fat girl, with jows powerful enough to break a man in half, 
never ha { anyone. She wore the tab of a la aint among the 
hired hands of th veral circuses for whi S worked and gen- 
erally tabbe “glamour girl.” She w that, in fact, in a 
chubby sort of way 

Dr. Bill Mann, director of the Washington zoo, who is probabl 
America’s No. 1 circus fan, also felt the loss of a friend 

Lotus, he said, was a very unusual hippo. First, she loved to 
travel. But most remarkable of all, she obviously like people. In 
stead of displaying a surly hippo resentmant at the crowds of human 
beings that always surrounded her, she thoroughly enjoyed being a 
circus star 








STILL HAVE A FEW MILLS BROS. ROUTE CARDS — 25c 


ROBERT C. KING 
P. O. Box 235 Richmond, Ind 
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Merle Evans Does It Again 


By Joe Kobylka 
From Beloit, Wisconsin, Daily News, January 26, 1955 


Editor's Note: Bob Kitto, son of C. H. S. member, Charles Kitto, plays with 
the Beloit High School Band. His picture with Merle Evans and other members of 
the school band appeared with this article 


Something new in the way of a musical program was enjoyed by 
an audience of more than 750 people who attended the circus con- 
cert put on by Merle Evans and the Beloit high school band Tuesday 
evening, Jan. 25, in the school’s auditorium. 

The patrons must have sensed something different had been ar- 
ranged upon being met at the auditorium doors by ticket takers 
who were dressed and painted up as clowns. Once the show was 
well underway, they were convinced of it. There was plenty of 

tempo changing music by the smooth playing 90 piece con- 
tingent, but there also were little known tales and facts about cir- 
cus life and a number of student skits that added a circus atmos- 
phere to the huge hall. The combination was effective and relax- 
ed the crowd 


Dressed in the white, gold color trimmed uniform he wears as 
maestro of the band of ‘The Greatest Show on Earth,” Evans turned 
out to the man publicity agents have made him out to be in their 
press releases. He showed his ability as a bandmaster by directing 
the student orchestra most capably, and the young musicians re- 
sponded by playing as though he were their regular conductor. And 
between portions of the program, he showed why he was dubbed 
the ‘Will Rogers with a horn” by entertaining the audience with 
circus stories in his amiable, unidentifiable drawl 

Though the con of the circus band, he also toots a mean 
cornet during its performances. Evans proved that in the program 

s Forever,’’ when he turned the group over 

ert, its ular director, and played with it on his midget 

an instrument made for him about five years ago by R. L 
ondy, Elkhorn 

Musically, the program was a varied one. It opened with four 
light selections grouped under the title, ‘“Concert-Nite,” with Cuth- 
bert Jeading his pupils. This portion included Denza’s ‘’Funiculi 
Funicula,”” Williams’ ‘’Hill Country Ballad,’’ Davis’ ‘Three Card- 
inals,’’ which featured the mellow notes of a trumpet trio composed 
of Bucky Goodrich, David Palmer and Nancy Derhammer, and Bi- 
zet’s ‘Open Thy Heart.” 


Then Evans took over, As he did, the black curtain background 
was raised and a large circus banner, 20 feet long and featuring a 
tiger and a lion and the Ringling Brothers and Barnum and Bailey 
trademark, was unveiled. After mentioning he started his profes- 
sional career right here in Beloit, the 62 year old Evans inaugurated 
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his part in the program with three “‘Circus Concert’’ melodies. These 
were Edwards’ “Flying Tigers,’’ the overture to Offenbach’s ‘’Or- 
pheus” and a neat styling of Leroy Anderson’s “‘Blue Tango.” ‘’Or- 
pheus” featured a clarinet solo by Dan Lancaster, whom Evans 
praised by saying he’d take him into his circus band immediately 
were he older 

The portion entitled “Circus Days” began with the march, ‘The 
Greatest Show on Earth.’ Evans then paused to honor Cuthbert and 
his young musicians by saying, ‘This is the finest high school band 
I've been in front of.’’ He went on to spin a few yarns about his 
youth, his musical career, the $4 million movie, ‘“The Greatest Show 
on Earth,’”’ for which he was musical adviser to Victor Young, and 
the circus acts and animals that have gained fame during the 37 
years he’s been under the big top 


~ 7 + 


Evans concluded his 30 minute digression by quoting figures re- 
garding daily consumption of food by the circus—figures that drew 
“ohs” and “ahs” from the audience. Little wonder, for how would 
you like to pay for 2,500 pounds of meat, 3,000 eggs, 1,500 loaves 
of bread, 3,000 pounds of potatoes, etc., per day? 

With the aid of Billy Reinholz, who blew a whistle to indicate a 
switch in tunes, Evans led the band through such circus standbys as 
“Entry of the Gladiators,’ ‘“Teddy Bears Picnic,’’ ‘‘Georgia Girl’ 


cakewalk, “Trombone Blues,’ “Spring, Beautiful Spring’’ and 
“Eclipse’’ galop. Students in Elizabeth Reinholz’s dramatic classes 
and little theater group were the clowns, bear, dancers, acrobats 
and audience for these selections and added the proper atmosphere 

It was a pleasure to hear and view such a concert. Here’s hop- 
ing Merle Evans makes another Beloit appearance soon. 


Helfrich Visits Alaska 


A Note from Brace Helfrich of Wichita, Kansas 





Had an interesting experience on Bailey Cristiana last summer in 
Fairbanks, Alaska. It was the first circus ever to visit Alaska and 
the daily paper used front page and big headlines each day to tell 
about the activities. 

People flew in for more than 900 miles, whole families, many 
Eskimos, and stayed for several performances. 

It was a study to watch the faces of those who had never before 
seen an elephant and for many it was the first time to ever see a 
horse. 

Boys brought their pet dogs and took them right up into the seats 
and those dogs would get so excited but caused no disturbance. The 
show was given in an open ball park, no tent and it rained on two 
days and the show went on and hardly anyone left. 

If we had more such audiences in the States, show business would 
really be good. 
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The M. L. Clark Show 


By F. C. Fisher of Peru, Indiana 


The sale of the M. L. Clark Show in August, 1930, to E. E. Coleman 
of Dayton, Ohio, as told to F. C. Fisher by Coonie Malone, who made 
the purchase for Coleman and afterwards managed the show for the 
balance of that season. 

At the time of the purchase of the Clark Show | was managing 
a Tabloid show in the Rialto Theatre at Dayton, Ohio. The theatre 
being operated at that time by E. E. Coleman. Mr. Coleman had a 
year or so before sold his Circus to John Pluto of Baltimore, Mary- 
land, and he was anxious to get back in the circus business again. 
Learning that the Clark Show was for sale, Mr. Coleman and myself 
(Malone) drove to a small town in West Virginia where the show 
was then playing. When we arrived there a couple of other show- 
men then interested in the purchase of a circus were there and had 
been for several days. One of these men being Paul Liniger who 
several years before had out a small circus called ‘Liniger Bros.” 
We stayed on a couple of days. Finally drove back to Dayton. 

Coleman and | talked the deal over and he decided to buy the 
show. | drove back to ‘’Terre Alta’’ a small town on the state line 
of Virginia and Maryland where | again caught up with the show and 
on August 7th the show was in Marginsville, Virginia. The show 
encountered some trouble here and the outfit wild catted over the 
state line into Maryland. A couple of the Lucky Boys had been jailed 
in Martinsville and Bill Chidister out of Chester, West Virginia, was 
the fixer, went bail and got the fellows released. In the meantime 
| had negotiated the sale for Coleman and the show was brought to 
Brunswick, Maryland. At this time there were 52 people with the 
show and amongst them were the aerial Delmars, the Grant Family 
and Tex Cheanault who had the Concert. There were some 25 head 
of horses, 6 ponies, 1 elephant, ‘‘“Mena,’’ 2 burros, 1 very large camel, 
1 zebra, 1 kangaroo, 4 monkeys, and | hyena 

The show was then being moved by some horse drawn wagons and 

even 1928 Chevrolet trucks. The elephant and camel being walked 
from town to town. So when the show arrived in Brunswick, | ordered 
1 large furniture car All the animals, the elephant and 13 head 
of horses along with the ponies and burros | loaded in the car, also 
the big top canvas. 

A showman by the name of Bob Davis had been sent on from 
Dayton with 6 men to drive the trucks through. So the trucks left 
Brunswick, Marland, on August 14th, early in the morning and the 
loaded railroad car left on a fast freight at noon that same day. |! 
went with the car to take care of the animals. All of the show, both 
by railroad and highway headed for Xenia, Ohio, where | had ar- 
ranged to make a fast paint and overhaul job and return it to the 
road for the balance of that season. Benny Wells had been engaged 
to paint the show and Ross Engle to go as agent. The Stoltz family 
were engaged to play in the Band and the Show would stay out until 
as late in the Fall as possible. 

In due time | arrived in Xenia with the Car and animals and two 
days later Bob Davis and a couple of his boys arrived with three of 
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the trucks. | was informed that one had gone over the mountain 
and was a total wrick. The other one was back at Cumberland, 
Maryland, broken down. This accounted for 5 of the trucks but 
there were still 2 missing. | immediately drove back over the high- 
way and at Cumberland, | found the prop truck by the side of the 
road, the motor being completely shot. | went to the freight agents 
office where | ordered a ‘’Gondola R. R. Car’ with end doors and 
with the help of several towners | employed and the Chevrolet agency 
there, the truck was dragged in, loaded on the car, chalked down 
and covered with canvas. The car was billed out, sent on to Xenia. 
Now to find the other 2 missing trucks, but this | was able to do, 
while driving back towards Xenia, Ohio, and making inquiries along 
the way and going over a different route than the one | drove up on, 
they were come across during the night at a schoolhouse where 
! happened to see a campfire burning. On stopping, | found the two 
lost trucks, these two drivers had run out money and gas and were 
waiting for someone to come back. In an hour or so | had them 
rolling towards Xenia. To replace the truck that had been wrecked 
| bought one from Jimmie Woods. He also came on and took the 
Side Show for the balance of that Season. The aforementioned Bob 
Davis was sent out as Bill Poster. The show opened at Vandalia, 
Ohio, stayed out 4 weeks and closed at Lebanon, Ohio. 

The Clark Show at the time this deal was made then owned by Lee 
Clark. But there were two other Clarks on the Show. Bill “Gold 
Tooth” Clark was was agent and Lum Clark who had the Pit Show 
and featured a very nice “Silver Cape’”” Baboon. These Clarks were 
all related but Lee Clark was sole owner. 

Lum Clark came on to Xenia after the show was sold and stayed on 
until the show closed for the season. 

As “Mena” the elephant, had never been around a railroad show, 
| experienced a very difficult time with her when | attempted to 
load her in the railroad car at Brunswick, Maryland. It required 5% 
hours to get her in the car and by that time half of the population 
of the town were in the railroad yards to see the loading of ‘“Mena.’’ 

After that season of 1930, Coleman bought a truck and she was 
hauled in place of walking from town to town as she had all previous 
seasons 


“Mena” was sold in 1940 to Kelly Miller Bros. Circus together with 
The Fink Dogs and ponies, and | delivered them to the show for 
Coleman at Dodge City, lowa. 





MIKE SIMPSON TO SENATORS 


Mike Simpson, son of Harry Simpson, of Camden, Ohio, is having 
a try out with the Washington Senators. Mike, who was a 
better than average high school pitcher, has always been a great 
baseball enthusiast, and while he participated in other sports, his 
heart was set on being a big league pitcher. 

We wish Mike all the luck in the world, and look forward to the 
day when we see his name in the line-up for the World Series. 
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Gainesville To Continue Circus 
Despite Fire Loss 


By JOHN FLEMING, The Times Herald Staff Writer 
Reprinted from Dallas Times Herald, Wednesday, Dec. 1, 1954 


Sent in by Wm. T. Randolph 


Gainesville, Dec. 1.—Jimmy, the chimpanzee, is dead. The big 
top is a mass of ashes. The building that housed the Gainesville 
Community Circus is rubble. But the spirit of the circus that brought 
international attention to this North Texas city is still very much 
alive. 

Early Tuesday morning a fire destroyed the huge building that 
housed the equipment of the 25-year-old show. The big tent was 
burned, along with the seats, aerial ladders and wardrobes. And 
Jimmy, the chimp, died in the fire. 

Jimmy was better known than some of the prominent citizens of 
Texas. In the words of one circus executive ‘he was almost human.” 
Jimmy would take one of your cigarets and smoke it like a veteran. 
Many people have told Jimmy their most secret secrets because he 
was an understanding sort of a chimp and he never talked back. 

A disconsolate board of directors of the circus met last night to 
discuss what comes now. 

Only a few weeks ago Gainesville was torn with strife on the is- 
sue of leasing the equipment to the Ward-Bell Circus. The issue 
was resolved amiably and the Ward-Bell people were to leave with 
the $85,000 worth of equipment for Hawaii in the near future. 

The circus was to return to Gainesville for an early spring show- 
ing which would feature acts built up by the people of Gainesville 
who, in the past 25 years, have made their circus a national insti- 
tution 

The fire changed all of this and put the community circus back 
to the place it was in the fall of 1929 when A. Morton Smith, editor 
of the Gainesville Register, conceived the idea of meeting the deficit 
of a little theater group by putting on a circus 

After the meeting of the directors, in which they voted to pay 
outstanding debts of the show, the informal talk was all about re- 
suming next spring even if it had to be on the same basis that is was 
in 1929 

“It was the concensus of the directors,’’ said Dr. A. A. Davenport, 
acting president and long the show’s ring master, ‘’to go ahead with 
the show but only to show in Gainesville.” 

The rodeo arena, at the Fair Grounds, would be utilized for a one- 
ring event where the veteran performers could show their wares. 

The show will not have to start exactly even. There was $15,000 
worth of insurance on the building and $4,000 on the equipment 
The total loss was $65,000. Some of the trucks and wagons were 
outside and not burned. After the debts are paid there will be about 
$5,000 left as a nucleus. 

But big as that $5,000 may look now it isn’t nearly as big as the 
determination of the performers that the show must go on. 
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Ringling Bros. Visits To Canada 


Sent in by Ed Cripps 
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SARAH COE KING 


MOTHER OF ROBERT C. KING 


Sarah Coe King, died at her home in Richmond, Indiana, on Janu- 
ary 2, 1955. She would have been 80 on January 9th. She was born 
in Richmond, Indiana, in the house in which she died 

Her parents came to Indiana in 1869 from Connecticut, where 
her father, J. M. Coe, was a friend of P. T. Barnum. Mrs. King in 
her younger days was well acquainted with Barnum, Adam Fore- 
paugh, James A. Bailey and many others. She was a second cousin 
to Minnie Warren, who became Mrs. Tom Thumb, and also Luvinia 
Warren who was Mrs. ‘Colonel’’ Nutt. 

At the age of 78 she attended Ringling Bros. Barnum and Bailey 
Circus when they played Richmond. She is survived by her son, 
Robert C., a daughter, and a granddaughter, Ann King. 





Dillenberg Attends Meeting 
In London 


The Circus Fans Asociation of Great Britain has taken the ini- 
ative of holding an international Meeting of Circus Fans in London 
The foreign countries were represented by the President of the C 
F. A. of America, Mr. Wareing and Mr. Jack Mills from Mills 
Brothers Circus, further by delegates from France, Holland, Belgium 
and by myself from Germany 


We visited the shows of the Mills Circus at Olympia and the Har- 
ringay Arena and were pleased to see in both places still true circus 
programs, while in Germany and France circus enterprises incline to 
adapt their programs more and more to the variety and revue style 
We appreciated particularly the beautiful horses, the well-trained 
elephants and especially also the 6 tigers presented by Manfred 
Benneweis. Not so good were the clowns, but superb the acrobatic 
acts which showed all an international standard. The presentation 
and make-up of the shows were really first-class 

The various Meetings as well as the official dinner were har 
monious and presented an occasion of exchanging ideas and exper- 
iences with English and foreign friends. It was decided to create 
an International Association of Circus Fans, while so far there exist 
only national organizations of this kind 


As space is limited, | can cite only the above impressions, other- 
wise | would be able to write a whole book about al! | saw and heard 


Australian Notes 


By Sid Baker 


January 24, 1955 


In Australia, the people are in a pecular position regarding cir- 
cuses. We have only two major circuses and four very small family 
shows yet the remarkable thing is that all circuses here do packed 
business, turning customers away at every performance 

But in spite of this there is no marked improvement in any show 
and certainly there are no new ones coming along to pick the plums 
To the casual observer the Australian circus is declining, yet there 
is So much money in it. It doesn’t add up, does it? 

It is ten months since | saw a tenting circus but to fill the breach 
we have had a crop of circus pictures which were all very good. So 
when one door shuts another one opens. In three months time we 
will have a visit from Wirths Circus. | hope to cover this show very 
comprehensively and will send you a report 





KEEP YOUR CIRCUS 
COLLECTION GROWING 


My Set-of-the-Month Subscription Plan 
Will Do Just That! 


THE GEORGE BRINTON BEAL CIRCUS COLLECTION 
SET-OF-THE-MONTH SUBSCRIPTION PLAN 


s: The George Brinton Beal Circus Collection 
P. O. Box 6 Newburyport, Mass 
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